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Fiscél Estimate Narratives
DNR 5/1/01

LRB Number 01-3093/8 Introduction Number SB-1 (MY1) |Estimate Type  Original

Subject

Wetlands certification, change in rule prohibition

Assumptions Used in Arriving at Fiscal Estimate

Bill Summary: A recent U.S. Supreme Court opinion limited the types of waters for which Army Corps of
Engineers (ACE) discharge permits are required. For discharges into wetlands that are no longer subject to the
ACE permitting process (nonfederal wetlands), this bill incorporates into state law the content of some of the
federal provisions governing the issuance of ACE discharge permits. These provisions are in addition to any
other requirements under current state law that regulate discharges into wetlands. Under the bill, no one may
discharge dredged or fill material into a nonfederal wetland unless the discharge is authorized by a certification
from DNR that the discharge will meet all applicable state water quality standards. The bill also creates a
temporary process to be used between the date on which the bill becomes law and the date on which the rules
are promulgated for determining whether a discharge is exempt. This bill also provides that the DNR may issue
general certifications for types of discharges that are similar in nature. For a certification for a nonfederal
wetland, the DNR must approve or deny the certification within 120 days after the completed application for the
certification is submitted unless the applicant and the DNR agree io an extension. This bill contains provisions
for identifying nonfederal wetlands, and requires that certain procedures be used to delineate the boundaries of
nonfederal wetlands.

Fiscal Estimate: The Department anticipates no state or local fiscal impact associated with this bill. The number
of water quality certification decisions assumed under this bill is not expected to increase from the number of
certification decisions made by the Department prior to the U.S. Supreme Court's recent opinion limiting the
types of waters for which ACE discharge permits are required.

Long-Range Fiscal Implications
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Detailed Estimate of Annual Fiscal Effect
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Wetlands certification, change in rule prohibition

I. One-time Costs or Revenue Impacts for State and/or Local Government (do not include in

annualized fiscal effect):

Il. Annualized Costs:

Annualized Fiscal Impact on funds from:|

Increased Costsl
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A. State Costs by Category
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$
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B. State Costs by Source of Funds
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lll. State Revenues - Complete this only when proposal will increase or decrease state revenues

(e.g., tax increase, decrease in license fee, ets.
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